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qvm North Valley Community overlays City
Council District 2 and part of County District
1. It encompasses 27 square miles, and extends
west of North 1-25 to the Rio Grande River and
from Mountain Road to Roy Avenue. The largest
portion of the North Valley is in Bernalillo
County’s jurisdiction, and another significant por-
tion lies within the Village of Los Ranchos de
Albuquerque. The North Valley is predominantly
a residential area, though important industrial
and employment centers are found at the south-
em edge in the Sawmill/Wells Park area and just
west of North 1-25 in the Renaissance Center area.

The total population is estimated to be
48,862. The overall poverty rate in the North
Valley Community is 17.4%; it has the second
highest number of people living in poverty if
compared with other community planning
areas. About 16% of all households are headed
by single women. Three quarters of the housing
stock in the community are single family resi-
dences with little multi-family development.
Prices are considered mid-range compared with
the Albuquerque housing market, yet, new gen-
erations of long time North Valley families find it
expensive to purchase property in the area.

Planning efforts in the North Valley are chal-
lenged by urban growth in the city and by
growth in the valley itself. Concerns include pre-
serving the community’s unique identity while

accommodating sound development and rede-
velopment, preserving historic assets and social
diversity, and enhancing economic opportunity.
Planning cannot be undertaken solely by either
the City, the County, or the Village, rather it
should be a combined effort among the three
jurisdictions in partnership with the citizens who
live, work and enjoy the North Valley. It should
also involve other types of organizations with a
stake in the valley and a vision of the North
Valley community’s place within the larger con-
text of the city.

The North Valley Planning Partnership, a
group representing area residents, businesses and
organizations, relied on neighborhood presenta-
tions to identify the needs and accomplishments
throughout the planning area. Each neighbor-
hood addressed their strengths, weaknesses,
opportunities and threats. At the end of the cycle
of presentations, the partnership clustered the
issues and prioritized them. Seven general sub-
jects of concern were identified:

* Zoning and Land Use
* Traffic, Transportation and Safety

* Crime and Law Enforcement

Cultural and Historic
Preservation/Conservation

» Environmental Pollution

Neighborhood Development
* Youth Concerns

Zoning Enforcement and Land Use issues con-
cern many of the area residents. A rezoning
trend, from existing agricultural and residential

uses to more intense uses (commercial and light
manufacturing), is perceived as a factor in
emerging land use conflicts. City-County jurisdic-
tional questions complicate these issues.
Through-traffic and traffic generated within the
community disturb neighborhoods and increase
pollution. Increasing capacity on arterials is not
perceived as a solution, adding to questions
about the future of transportation in the valley.
Crime is a general concern, especially in those
areas closest to Downtown. Coordinated law
enforcement is critical in adjacent City-County
jurisdictions where situations demanding police
intervention tend to be more frequent. Historic
preservation, the environment, neighborhood
and youth development concemns are also prior-
ities identified by the North Valley Partnership.
These are issues which have a different effect on
preserving the community’s identity, and as such
require response integrated among zoning, traf-
fic management, law enforcement and heritage
preservation. The last section in this document
presents recommendations based on the analy-
sis done by the planning partnership.

The Blueprint attempts to guide the con-
stituency and public officials in their efforts to
improve the social and physical environment in
the community. It should be used as a tool to
evaluate conditions, generate discussion and
propose solutions to the issues identified by the
partnership. A step further for the blue print and
community planning will be to zoom in an area
or neighborhood in greater need for a develop-
ment plan. Upon internal review, the Blueprints
will be presented to the Planning Partnership.
The Blueprint is an ongoing document, requiring
periodical review and updating. O
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the planning area, the Planning Department has
nominated multiple properties to the historic reg-
ister and recently acted to mitigate a construction
project affecting burials in the Village of Los
Ranchos. These and several other issues brought
up by the partnership generated a level of dia-
logue and coordination among service providers
and the public.

After internal agency revision to the
Blueprint, the document will be a useful tool to
guide funding of neighborhood improvement
projects. The document will be revised and
enhanced during the course of the year, and
eventually along with similar documents from
the eight other community Planning areas, will
serve as a reference in updating the Albuquer-
que/Bernalillo County Comprehensive Plan.
Upcoming activities for the planning partnership
include assigning committees to work in specific
areas of concern. Those committees are expect-
ed to include other community members with
specific interests and to identify a priority area or
neighborhood for a development plan. O
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COMMUNITY
BASED
STRATEGIC

Where do we want to be?

Shared Vision (lead)
Community
Partnerships
EPC
Neighborhood
Coalitions

Recommended 5-year
Goals, based on
community conditions.

Goals Roundtable (2 years)
Goals Forum (4 years)

=

POLICY
PRIORITIES
and SERVICE
STRATEGIES

Feedback on conditions

b\\\l related to goals and other priorities.

RESOURCE
ALLOCATION

/I\ How we get there...

Mayor
City Council

Adopt 5-year Goals.

Adopt Service Strategies.
Adopt Annual Objectives.

Community Blueprints

Public Hearings

Service Strategy Reviews

Annual Priority Obj
Resolution

Mayor
City Council

Develop and
propose budget.

Amend and pass budget.

Departmental Proposals
Public Hearings

=

SERVICE
DELIVERY

City Departments
Other Service Providers

Service implementation.

Service Delivery Plans

=

MEASURE

Where are we now?

Indicators Progress

Commission (lead)

Community
Partnerships

Goal Progress

Sustainability Progress

Community Profiles
(in Blueprints)

Goal Progress Indicators
Sustainability indicators
Citizen Satisfaction Survey
Community Blueprints
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* New development and redevelop-
ment has the potential for
generating traffic congestion and
pose an extra burden to the envi-
ronmental condition in the valley.

« Environmental cleaning alone
doesn’t do the job if not supported
with adequate land use buffering.

* Land use stabilization and
compatibility may improve the
environmental conditions in the
valley.

GOAL 5: Increase
environmental protection and
resource conservation.

* 78% of the working population
commute alone to work.

* 1% of the working population rides
working population.

* Between 1968 and 1991 traffic flow
increased between 200 and 300%.

* Most major intersections along
Second Street present high levels of
CO and other particulate matter.

* New development and redevelop-
ment has the potential for
generating traffic congestion and
pose an extra burden to the envi-
ronmental condition in the valley.

* Environmental cleaning alone
doesn’t do the job if not supported
with adequate land use buffering.

¢ Land use stabilization and
compatibility may improve the
environmental conditions in the
valley.

GOAL 6: Adopt and pursue
implementation of an economic
vitality strategy.

* With a poverty rate of 17.4%, the
North Valley Community has the
second largest number of people
in poverty compared with other
planning areas.

* 62% of the population in the
North Valley is in the working
ages of 18 to 64, 65% are active
in the labor force, and 7% are
unemployed.

* 16 % of all households are headed
by single women.

* There are 37 acres of land zone
commercial which are vacant or
abandoned.

« Neighborhood disruption is experi-
enced in areas abutting the Fourth
street corridor due to the economic
decline in that area.

GOAL 7: Foster the expression
and appreciation of Albuquerque’s
cultures.

* 45% of the North Valley population
have been area residents for five
years or less.

* 13% of the population have been
residents in the area for 30 or more
years.

* Area residents are weary of new
development considered not
compatible with the community.

* 74% of housing in the North
Valley is single family, 13% is
mobile-trailer home.

* There is a shortage of affordable
housing in the community.

* The North Valley has the second
highest concentration of
sub-standard housing compared
with other planning areas.

north valley community 7



The North Valley
Community Profile



Source:
Shining River Precious Land
(K. Sargeant, M. Davis)

Plazas of the North Valley

g iddle Rio Grande Valley history dates from
about 12,000 years ago. The oldest archeo-
logical site discovered on the valley floor dates
back 2,500 years. In the late 1200s, a long
drought forced Indian groups to move to the
Tiguex province between Bernalillo and Isleta
where ample water was found. Around that time,
a population of about 15,000 set home in the
area. When Coronado entered the area in 1540,

there were twelve Indian villages...(Source:
Shining River Precious Land, K. Sargeant and M.
Davis, 1986).

Spanish colonization brought to the valley
land use patterns that outlasted development for
more than 200 years. Today, some of those pat-
terns are still apparent, others struggled to
subsist: acequias for irrigation, land sub-divided
into long narrow strips to allow irrigation and
agriculture, and large tracts of land on the mesa
used for grazing in the past. Family settlements
developed into small viilages. In the 1790s,
Spanish accounts identified six plazas belonging
to family settlements: Plaza de Sefior San Jose de
Los Duranes, Plaza de Los Candelarias, Plaza de
Nuestra Sefiora de Guadalupe de Los Griegos,
Plaza del Sefior de Los Gallegos, Plaza de San
Antonio de Los Poblanos, and the Plaza de San
Jose de Los Ranchos. The Pueblo de la Alameda
de San Jose, considered a settlement outside of
Albuquerque, was one of the connections along
the “Camino Real”, the trail extending from
Ciudad de Mexico to La Villa Real de Santa Fe de
San Francisco de Asis (Santa Fe).

In 1846 New Mexico became part of the
United States. By 1880, New Mexico experienced
the arrival of the railroad and the influx of set-
tlers from the Eastern and Midwestern states. By
the 1900s, valley fields started to give way to
development. Repeated floods by the Rio
Grande left useless land covered by alkali, marsh
and sagebrush. In 1925, the Middle Rio Grande
Conservancy District was formed to manage the
water resource in the Middle Rio Grande Valley.
By 1940, a complex system of levees, drains and
irrigation ditches ran through the valley and
thousands of acres of land were re<claimed for
farming purposes. Also, street development took
place in the 1900s, Fourth Street was established
in 1910 tuming into an intensive land use corri-
dor. In 1922, Fourth Street was paved and
became the route of U.S. Highway 66 through
Albuquerque. Second Street was developed in
the 1930’s at the time the Alameda Drain was
built, Rio Grande Boulevard was still a dirt road.

As the population grew, so did the demand
for housing. In 1936, Albuquerque experienced a
marked expansion of small suburban parcels

north valley community 11
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ondary and college degrees. There are ten ele-
mentary schools in the area, three middle
schools and one high school.

City wide, single female headed households
comprise 17.6% of all households. In the North
Valley, 16 % of the households are headed by a
single mothers, which is considered mid-range
compared with South West Mesa (9%) and Near
Heights (24%), the lowest and the highest respec-
tively. The poverty rate for single female-headed
households in the North Valley is 26%. (Source:
Human Services Needs Assessment, DFCS, 1996).

Compared with other Community Planning
Areas, the North Valley does not have extreme
needs. However, with 27% of the total North
Valley population under the age of 17, before
and after school activities may need more atten-
tion. The need becomes more critical for youth
in middle and high school. Currently they have
few opportunities to develop skills or participate
in the community. Appropriate space to engage
in sports and cultural activities are either too far
away or do not exist. Children depend on adults
to get to different places. Walking is hindered by
new trends in traffic and development.

According to the City’'s Human Services
Needs Assessment, a program focusing on gang
prevention activities would help reduce the juve-
nile violent crime in the North Valley. It would
also be helpful to introduce initiatives to provide
better job opportunities for single heads of
households in the community. Since most of the
North Valley Planning Area is not with City
municipal boundaries, coordinating various chil-

Los Griegos Center for Family and Community Services (Candelaria Road)

dren and family-oriented programs with the
County is necessary.

The City offers some directed activity for
youth development at the community centers.
There are four centers in the North Valley: Los
Duranes, Wells Park, Alameda, and Valle del
Norte, which is currently in the process of recon-
struction. Los Griegos Multiservice Center offers
community services in four areas: matemity, pri-
mary care, women/infant care, and dental
services. An estimated 75,000 customers a year
attend this health facility. Additionally, the cen-
ter provides meeting space to the community at
an average of 3 meetings a day. Altogether, there
are 50 employeses; six are City employees.

Seniors and Special Needs

In 1990, the North Valley had 5,579 people 65
years or older, representing about 12% of the
community’s population. This is the fourth
largest senior community in the city. About 15%
of the senior population live in poverty.

There is one senior center serving the plan-
ning area, and one senior housing facility with 50
units. The housing facility provides space to
work with seniors having special needs.
Additional space is being built at the Senior
Center to accommodate that type of service.

About 5% of the population (2,063) in the

north valley community 15
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Irrigation Ditch Path

Community Identity

The Community's Charm

The North Valley's identity is based on two com-
ponents: a wealth of history and the rural
landscape. The North Valley community encom-
passes the area between Mountain Rd.-Central
Ave.Rio Grande Blvd. and the Sandia Indian
Reservation, and from 1-25 to the Rio Grande. The
North Valley has two distinct topographic areas:
the valley floor, with its semi-rural and residential
features, and the mesa to the east with industrial
and large scale retail uses. The most mixed use
area occurs near the Downtown. An important
fact is that the North Valley overlays three differ-
ent jurisdictions: the City, the County, and the
Village of Los Ranchos de Albuquerque.

The valley floor still shows vestiges of the
agrarian activity carried on prior to and after the
arrival of the Spanish. The valley features irriga-
tion ditches, mature trees, pasture land, old
adobe homes, and dirt roads that along with the
river make up the valley’s identity. Overall, resi-
dential uses dominate the valley floor, with
highest concentrations of residential use located

closer to Downtown. The mesa area, east of the
valley has high desert vegetation and has
become a modern industrial, retail, and employ-
ment center serving the city and the region with
direct access from Interstate 25. Small commer-
cial activity takes place in retail centers or
neighborhood commercial nodes located most-
ly along Fourth Street and to a lesser extent on
streets like Second Street, Twelfth Street and Rio
Grande Boulevard.

An Evolving Community

Also characteristic of the North Valley is the co-
existence of the old and the new. New
subdivisions pose a challenge to maintain the
identity and heritage of the valley. New develop-
ments’ demand for increased vehicular capacity
affects the dynamics of long established neigh-
borhoods. Historically, the bosque, riverside
drains and acequias framed large and small
parcels forming neighborhoods; now, high
capacity roadways seem to frame to community.
Today's architectural styles and sub-division

north valley community 17
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s Neighborhood Assoc.

w— N, Valley Community
Planning Areas

North Valley Neighborhood Associations

18.

. Alvarado Grdns R/Rio Grande

Blvd R/Thos. Village R

. Carson Grande/West Old

Town R

. Alameda Alliance

. Alameda N Valley R

. Alameda N Valley R/N Valley
. Alameda N Valley R/N

Valley/Northeast Valley R

. Alameda N Valley

R/Northeast Valley R

. Alvarado Grdns R
. Alvarado Grdns R/Thos.

Village R

. El Paraiso/N Valley
. Gavilan Addn/N Valley

Guadalupe <_=mwn R/N Valley

. Harwood Lateral/N Valley
. Harwood Lateral/N Valley

Acorn
Lee Acres R/N Valley
Los Alamos R/N Valley

. Los Duranes R

LOA Duranes R/Rio Grande

19.
20.

2.
24,
25.

26.

o

27.

S

2

®

3.

32,
34,

35,
36.

Bivd R
Los Griegos R
Los Griegos R/N Valley

. Matthew Meadows

Montgomery |-25
N Valley

N Valley Acorn

N Valtey/Alameda
Alliance/Alame

DA N Vall

Near N Vall

Old Indian Sch R
Near N Valley

Old indian Sch R
Near N Valley Old Indian Sch
R/N Valley ACORN
Northeast Valley 8/
Alameda N Valley R
Rio Grande Blvd R

. Rio Grande Blvd R

Rio Grande Bivd R/
Alvarado Grdns R

Rio Grande Blvd R/Arbor
Rio Grande Blvd R/N Valley

37.

Rio Grande Compound/
Alvarado Grdns R

San Patricia/

Alvarado Grdns R

Santa Barbara/
Martineztown R

Sawmill Advisory Council

. Sawmill Advisory Coundil
. Stronghurst Imp R
. Sun North

Thos Village R

. Thos Village R/

Rio Grande Bivd R
Thos Village R/
Thos Village Patio

. Vineyard

Wells Park R

. Wells Park/

Sawmill Advisory Council

. West Old Town R
. Wildflower Area R
. Zia Grdns/Alameda

N Valley R/N Valley

Alameda community takes an active role in get-
ting the youth to participate through its
community center on Fourth Street.

Opportunities

Participation and involvement determine suc-
cessful achievements by the community.
Anderson Fields is being planned to provide
enjoyment and educational opportunities for
youth; the former Sawmill Advisory Council
evolved into a neighborhood based non-profit
organization in charge of developing 27 acres of
land near Old Town; and the Alameda commu-
nity is about to see the results of its activism in
the International Balloon Fiesta Park Master Plan
currently being processed by the City and the
County.

Other projects have the potential to bring
together the community, decision makers and
outside consultants to work on solutions to bet-
ter meet the needs of the community. The North
Valley Partnership includes the Director of the
Indian Pueblo Federal Development Corpor-
ation, opening communication and opportun-
ities to provide input regarding the Old Indian
School site development. Street enhancement
and revitalization is among the priorities set by
the Partnership and neighborhood associations
along Fourth and Second streets and Edith
Boulevard. Another objective is preservation of
acequias throughout the North Valley, an initia-
tive that needs active community involvement
and commitment from the Middle Rio Grande
Conservancy District.
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Tran. Mode Population Percentage

Travel Alone 16,990 78%

Carpool 2,832 13%

Use Transit 218 1%

Other Means 436 2%

Walk 435 2%

Work at Home 871 4%

Total 21,782 100%
People Commuting to Work Source: 1990 Census

5,707 (31.7%)

(38.2%) e 4,307
T ; (24.0%)

-—-_ Zero Vehicles m Two vehicles
EH__ One vehicles z 3 or more vehicles

Vehicles Available (per Housing Unit)
Source: 1990 Census

o:m complex problem affecting Albu-
querque today is transportation and related
issues such as traffic congestion and air pollution
(Source: Albuqguerque’s Environmental Story).
The response to this problem is usually road
building, which can cause further negative
effects on neighborhoods by making it more
convenient to drive than to use other transporta-
tion modes. Another solution to transportation
issues is improving the existing infrastructure.
This option works better when it incorporates
the use of alternative modes of transportation,
easing congestion and air pollution.

The North Valley community is not exempt
from traffic problems. Traffic issues in the North
Valley are compounded by commuting within
and through the community. In the North Valley
alone, more than three quarters (78%) of the
working population commute alone to work
while only 1% of the working population rides
public transit (Source: Census 1990). Congested
and potentially congested links within the plan-
ning area include Rio Grande Boulevard,
Fourth Street, Second Street, and Twelfth Street.

Other links potentially affected by congestion
are Alameda Boulevard, Paseo del Norte,
Montaio, Candelaria and Menaul (Source:
Albuquerque Congestion Management Systern,
MRGCOG, 1997).

The future of effective transportation in and
through the North Valley, and the region as a
whole, depends on a balanced transportation
and land use system (Source: North Valley Area
Plan). Balancing both comes down to offering a
variety of ways to commute. Perhaps, other trans-
portation alternatives will shape development in
the future, reducing the demand for increasing
street capacity and perhaps even helping reduce
the perceived need to drive to every destination.

Public Transit

Three transit routes serve the North Valley: Route
17 serves Rio Grande Boulevard, Route 36 serves
Twelfth Street, and Route 10 serves Fourth street
(Source: Map Transit Routes). Generally, public
transit serves areas where there are larger con-
centrations of elderly and low income persons.

north valley community 21
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Inadequate pedestrian mobility on Mountain Rd. west of Rio Grande Boulevard

runs the entire length of the planning area, the
Paseo del Norte trail connecting the west side of
the city through the valley with areas east of 1-25,
and the North Diversion Channel connection to
the Bear Canyon Arroyo. Numerous links along
the irrigation system in the valley have been in
. use for a long time by area residents. There is
interest in the area to see the ditch rights-of-way
turn into dedicated mixed-use facilities to serve
both for alternate transportation and irrigation.
Additionally, the Trails and Bikeways Facility
Plan identify links along streets in the built areas
of the valley (Source: Community Services Map).

Pedestrians are comfortable walking along

streets where traffic volume is low. However,
where traffic is heavy it tends to create conflict
with pedestrians. In the North Valley, Fourth
Street has four lanes and narrow sidewalks
which are cluttered for walking. On places along
Fourth Street, sidewalks are discontinuous or
non-existent. These conditions were described
in the North Valley Area Plan some years ago
and continue to exist today according to neigh-
borhood representatives to the North Valley
Planning Partnership.

The Village Center principles presented in
the North Valley Area Plan encourage pedestrian
accessibility within 1/4- to 1/2-mile walking

radius of Commercial or Village Center locations.
This is especially applicable to corridors such as
Fourth Street, Twelfth Street, and Alameda
Boulevard where revitalization should include
pedestrian accessibility. The North Valley Village
Center at Twelfth and Candelaria is in the imple-
mentation process through a coordinated effort
between Planning and Public Works/Traffic
Engineering. The Village center on Alameda
Boulevard at Fourth street has been recommend-
ed for implementation in the Alameda Boulevard
Design Overlay Zone recently approved.

In late 1997, a technical team met to review
the Second Street North Transportation Corridor
expansion alternatives. The study in process
looks at needs, cultural resources, and includes
public involvement through the planning
process. The latter is particularly important to
neighborhoods along the corridor which are dis-
rupted by traffic, noise and pollution.

The Mountain Road — Twelfth Street street-
scape project currently in the advanced design
phase, is managed by Public Works in coordina-
tion with Community Planning and the Sawmill/
Wells Park Sector Plan Implementation Com-
mittee. The latter act as the community’s
representative to ensure community input on the
planning, design and implementation phases of
the project. The project’s emphasis is on preserv-
ing area character, pedestrian mobility, and the
use of bicycles along Mountain Road.

The Rio Grande Corridor Plan aims to
enhance pedestrian opportunities along and
across Rio Grande Boulevard between 140 and
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Single-Family Housing in the North Valley

Type Units Percentage
Single-family 14,320

2 to 4 units 1,064

5 to 9 units 256

10+ units 753

Mobile homes 2,595

Other 340

Types of Housing in the North Valley
Source: 1990 Census

I ousing in the North Valley is diverse in qual-
ity, style, size and price. Most of the housing
in the North Valley, whether old or new, is built
on land previously used for agriculture. Much of
the housing hinders the views and the opportu-
nity for preserving open space and semi-rural
character. Cluster housing is an approach rec-
ommended in the North Valley Area Plan to
consolidate housing on a portion of the develop-
ing land, offering the opportunity to leave open
space in keeping with the area character.

In 1990, single family detached homes were
the primary type of residence in the North Valley,
representing 74% of the total housing units.

Occupancy Units _ Percentage
Owner 12,907 67%
Renter 4,952 26%
Vacant 1,469 8%

Housing Characteristics in the North Valley
Source: 1990 Census

There are more than 2,500 mobile home/trailer
units, which represents 13% of the housing stock
in the valley and approximately 20% of all
mobile homes in Bernalillo County. There are
relatively few apartments a housing type seen as
not compatible with the built environment in
most of the valley.

One key issue for many residents is that
North Valley natives cannot afford to buy a
house in the neighborhood where they grew up
(Source: Consolidated HUD Plan, 1997). This was
confirmed at North Valley planning meetings in
which participants identified “quality affordable
housing” as one of the top priorities in the area.
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the North Valley. Neighborhood Housing
Services, a private non-profit funded with CDBG
funds, helps families in the Sawmill and Wells
Park neighborhoods with minor repairs and
overall improvement of the house.

Affordability

The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
Development defines 30 percent of gross income
as the base measure of housing affordability.
Housing requiring more than 30 percent of
income is considered unaffordable. In the North
Valley, the average price of a house was $164,871
in 1997 and $168,448 during the first quarter in
1998. The lowest sale price for a house in the val-
ley was $99,000 while $600,000 was the highest.
The average sales price for a house in
Albuquerque is $145,000.

Various efforts are underway to achieve
affordable, quality housing in the community var-
ious. Albuquerque Development Services (ADS)
and the Sawmill Development Corporation
(SDC) formed a partnership to develop 27 acres
of land at the old Duke City Lumber site. The land
was purchased by the City and sold to the neigh-
borhood based non-profit corporation which is
now in charge of developing the land. The mas-
ter plan is in the approval process and an RFP has
been advertised. The Sawmill organization is
working toward infill and against gentrification
by maintaining control of the housing prices
through a 99-year lease mechanism. Another pro-
ject launched by ADS is Los Jardines Townhomes

which will be built on an 8.5 acre site purchased
with CDBG and UDAG funds. The goal to revital-
ize the neighborhood and provide affordable
housing is hoped to be reached by making 51%
of the total number of units affordable to low
income families who are currently at 80% of
Albuquerque’s median income. O
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Crime Prevention Through Environmental
Design (CPTED) is currently used by the City as
an effective approach to reducing the opportuni-
ty for crime. The CPTED approach includes
street design, traffic control and design changes
to other public properties such as parks and
schools. The CPTED approach is based on the
notion that providing clear definition of public
and private spaces, clearly marking transitional
zones, placing safe activities in unsafe zones and
increasing the perception of natural surveillance
will stop or decrease the incidence of crime.
Implementation of CPTED is coordinated by
Family and Community Services in cooperation
with the Community Planning Program and
Albuquerque Police Department, the Public
Works Department, the Solid Waste Department,

Parks and the community.

In the North Valley, CPTED is being imple-
mented in two neighborhoods: Los Duranes and
West Old Town. The first part of the program has
been to install speed humps as part of a traffic
management approach to slow traffic and deter
cutting through. Other actions, including street
improvement and signalization, require further
funding and involvement from other City
Departments.

A Police mini sub-station is proposed in the
southern portion of the North Valley close to
Downtown and Old Town. The Community
Planning Partnership values this proposal but a
final decision is contingent upon the availability
of funding and an adequate location. O

“Neighborhood Safety Vision”
Graph originated at West Old
Town CPTED Workshop
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Small-scale industry manufacturer on 12th Street.

within the North 25 commercial employment
district, contains large scale retail and corporate
businesses serving regional markets.

Commercial and industrial uses in the North
Valley total 3,603 acres, or 21% of the planning
area* (Source: Generalized Land Use Map, AGIS,
1996).

Area Decline and Opportunity

In contrast to the commercial success of the
Renaissance Center area, traditional neighbor-
hood commercial nodes and corridors are
experiencing decline. This is evident on Fourth
Street between Downtown and Griegos Road.
Boarded-up buildings and used car lots set the
tone of the streetscape. Neighborhoods abutting
these areas and businesses feel their identity is
threatened; lacking the opportunity to walk to

daily shopping needs illustrates the changing
character of the community. Traffic congestion,
noise, and test driving generated by used car lots
add up to the changing dynamics in the neigh-
borhood. Planning Partnership meetings in the
North Valley heard concerns over increased traf-
fic and the expanse of asphalt for parking lots.
Residents in neighborhoods located between
Second and Fourth Streets expressed their feel-
ings about being stranded between these two
congested corridors and the loss of connection
with the rest of the community.

Commercial uses trends affecting the com-
munity had been identified in the North Valley
Area Plan. County Special Use Permits may
become permanent uses, Second Street will con-
tinue to develop as an auto-oriented corridor
and commercial development will be lead by
auto-oriented businesses. Fourth Street will con-

Fourth Street and Griegos intersection looking South.

Sector Pop. Percentage
Civilian 22,232 63%
Armed Forces 63 0%

Not in Labor 13,196 37%
Force

Employment Status (16 yrs. and over)
Source: 1990 Census

Sector Pop. Percentage

Employed 22,232 93%

Unemployed 1,701 7%
Civilian Labor Force Source: 1990 Census
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struction on North Fourth Street. City wide,
Economic Development

$2,336,000 is allocated for Job Training,
Neighborhood Business Assistance, and
Economic Development Planning (Source: HUD
Consolidated Plan). The Sawmill area proposes a
revitalization strategy respecting the historical
employment characteristics of the area, retains
the existing manufacturing and employment
generating activities, and calls for a public/pri-
vate partnership for job training and job
placement (Sawmill Revitalization Strategy,
Community Economic Development).

Fourth Street revitalization and other areas
of the valley could benefit from the Sawmill
experience in using the HUD resources. The
North Valley Area Plan has policy reflecting the
people’s concern about economic decline in the
community; further involvement and broader
participation would help to achieve the best
results. The following are recommendations
from the North Valley Area Plan to guide neigh-
borhood and community oriented commercial
development in the valley:

Needs to be neighborhood oriented;

Provide access to pedestrians
and bicycles;

Small scale (Village Center);

Revitalize existing small scale
business;

Maintain/enhance mixed
commercial/residential along 4th Street;

Remove/reduce incentives reliance
on the automobile for neighborhood
shopping; and

Maintain North [-25 area for
large scale retail and industrial.
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City of Albuquerque facility - Menaul detention basin.

Water and Resource Conservation

Visual Pollution

An area affected by multiple types of pollution is
Sawmill/Wells Park, in the southern end of the
community. Because of its location near [40 and
other major streets, and existing industrial and
commercial businesses, this area has endured air
quality problems, groundwater and soil contami-
nation, noise and odors for a long time (Source:
Sawmill/Wells Park Sector Plan). The problems
have been especially noticeable in areas where
industrial uses abut residential uses. These con-
cerns were somewhat addressed in the Sawmill/
Wells Park Sector Plan. Strategies include clean-
ing existing contamination and preventing future
environmental problems.

One of the most important elements of the North
Valley's character is its visual appearance and
views. Residents and people linked to the valley
are aware of that quality and wish to preserve it.
They follow zoning and land use issues closely to
assure preservation and harmonious develop-
ment in the valley. The planning process for the
Balloon Fiesta Park identified the need for devel-
oping a Design Overlay Zone (DOZ) along the
Alameda corridor through the city and county to
regulate development along that road. The DOZ
was approved in early 1998, by the City and
County. In a related effort, the North 1-25 Sector
Plan was amended late in 1997 to prohibit addi-
tional billboards along Alameda Boulevard from
I-25 to the Albuquerque Drain. |

Alameda drain as it passes through southwest Old Town.
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Summary of
Partnership Issues



Summary of North Valley Community issues
presented and discussed at the partnership
meetings:

¢ Amusement Center (Edith bivd.)

¢ New Permits Impact on Established
Neighborhoods.

* Storm - sewer

« City/County Lacking Coordinate,

Clairmont & Commercial

Diagnostic Center (Edith Blvd.):

* management, youngsters run free,
threat to residents

* Truck-stops near the freeway originate
runoff pollution after rain

Enforcement (regulations on grease traps)
« Water conservation

« Police used to drive-through the
neighborhood, don’t see them anymore

* Drive up liquor sales (drunken driving)
* Vacant Properties/Weed-Litter
 Zoning Inspection — enforcement

2

Speeding — 4th Street., Griegos Road,
12th Street , Rio Grande Blvd.

Bus routes
Decline on 4th Street

Increased property tax push out
elderly & low income

Thru traffic
Maintain North Point Apts.
Increased density

Valle del Norte Community Center,
what is the status?

Maintain charm, rural ambience
Historic restoration

Neighborhood began developing in
1930’s/golf course/agriculture accessible

Neighborhood Organization: partial participa-
tion, few permanent residents. More transients

Small Neighborhood Association

New comers/no integration

Traffic

Montano Bridge/Guadalupe Trail East

Drug Dealing (Cuban cartel)

2nd/4th closeness cutting off neighborhoods
children not walking

Lateral Along 2nd st., not legitimately used
More pedestrian oriented

Berm from Montano to Alamosa to
buffer traffic noise

Air Brake Signs needed on 2nd- City

jurisdiction: contact Ray Chavez (TEO)
County jurisdiction, for enforcement

contact Sheriff J. Bawdich & Martin Garcia
(Commissioner Sanchez)

Residents are responsible for our own streets
Water

Utilities

Lack of interest from some residents

Manufacturing area, factories —
one to the south-

Night operations disrupt the neighbors
with noise and lights

Building shanties (county)
Propose new legislation to speed the process.

There is one enforcement officer for
the North Valley

Zoning: land sub-divisions (illegal)
Hispanic tradition
No teeth-legislation/county

No enforcement about zoning regulations
and ordinances

contractor’s yard in a residential area

Taxes: hit hard by with in area of city.
Assessment — issue/need to be realistic.

Crime

Divided neighborhood

Jurisdiction of crime is a problem

Old Indian School site proposed development
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Reservation status

Federal Corp created

19 pueblo tribes own piece of land
sub-lease without federal action

work with city to provide services

EA: minimum development

vs maximum development

Development amenable with community
Phase [ {Indian school - 12 St. office
100k+sq.ft

300k sq. Ft federal facility (needs
exception from city) to be financed

and built by GSA

Phase II {Hotel 250 room/financed
privately

Other buildings could include Museum
Complex + Shop Cafe, Indian Pueblo Artist
Amphitheater and retail

Soccer complex to be leased to City,
already financed through (1/4 cent tax)

At the meetings, representatives were also
invited to share their neighborhood strengths
and opportunities:

Desirable Locale

Access to the Greater Community
Historical District

Cultural Diversity

Friendly — Quasi Rural
Neighborhood consisting of

manufactured homes / mobile home
 Mostly owned property / homes
* Have a community gathering area
 Neighborhood feeling on street
+ Little crime — police does control

e Work with the president of the
company on noise issue and
24-hour operation (truck)

* Zoning - light industry around
and building up
 Location
 School Alameda, McKinley and La Cueva
* Own enforcement power

Neighborhood representatives that
participated:

Barbara Framos, Harwood Lateral

Susan Latimer, Los Alamos NA

Beverly Schoonover, Los Duranes
Monica May La Londe, Los Griegos

Bill Gannon, Near North Valley/
Old Indian School

Dan Butcher, Stronghurst
Rob Amsden, Sun North Estates

Jeffrey Munoz/David Casias, Wells Park

Lanny Tonning, West Old Town
Shannon Jackson, Wildflower Area

Hank Thierry, Alameda Alliance
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Findings and Recommendations:

+ Continue to enforce and follow up on North
Valley Area Plan policy to maintain the area
character and identity, to support quality com-
mercial development and redevelopment in the

)

area’s already established commercial zones.

Develop a schedule to hold neighborhood
clean-up days once or twice a year through-
out the planning area. The schedule should
be developed jointly by neighborhood asso-
ciations, the City Solid Waste Department and
the Office of Neighborhood Coordination

Establish a communication mechanism to
follow up on enforcement actions in extrater-
ritorial areas. Evaluate the range of action of
the code enforcement Hot Line to determine
inclusion of calls regarding police involve-
ment. For the automated case tracking and
reporting system, design a format that would
allow to follow up on cases whether they are
in the County or in the City.

Evaluate the impact from night operations on
neighborhoods and identify areas already dis-
turbed and at risk. Initiate a sensitive areas
program to design working schedules and
routes to minimize the impact on neighbor-
hoods and the impact on the business’
economy .

« Develop an educational package to inform
residents of financial mechanisms, whether
private or public, to improve house condi-
tions. Evaluate areas in the valley in most
need for rehabilitation. Include neighbor-
hood associations, Code Enforcement and
Office of Neighborhood Coordination.

Implement a Zoning/Housing Code Enforce-
ment Case Tracking and Reporting System.
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complexity of the problems, recommends the
following to encourage evaluation and direc-
tion for future solutions.

Develop the Village Center concept in several
North Valley locations. The Village Center con-
cept is addressed in the North Valley Area Plan
which recommends establishing a Design
Overlay Zone to ensure land use appropriate-
ness and compatibility. Coordinate with
Transit, Public Works Transportation Design
and Traffic Engineering for planning, design
and implementation.

Support completion of the North Valley
Village Center located at the intersection of
Twelfth Street and Candelaria. The imple-
mentation of this project needs to be looked

at as a pilot experienced to be used in future
implementation of the village center concept.

The North Valley Village Center Streetscape,
funded through 1995 GO Bonds, started par-
tial implementation in 1997. Coordinated
work between Community Planning and
Public Works Traffic Engineering and
Operations allowed the City to link resurfac-
ing of Candelaria west of Twelfth with
sidewalk and accessibility improvements
within the Village Center guidelines provid-
ed in the North Valley Area Plan. Further
implementation steps are programmed.
Construction is expected to start in late
Winter or Spring 1998.

« Start evaluation to improve pedestrian activ-
ity on Rio Grande Blvd. as well as improving
the aesthetics of the segment between 40
and Mountain Road. Community Planning
is concerned that a traffic light alone will
not have the desired impact unless imple-
mented together with a streetscape and
pedestrian improvements component.
Planning for this project should include the
community representatives from that area
and Public Works Transportation Design
and Traffic Engineering. Following is the
proposal for the Rio Grande Blvd. project:

north valley community 47
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Crime and Law Enforcement

Crime is not exclusive of any particular planning
area. Crime tends to concentrate in certain areas
conducive to illegal activity. In the North Valley,
high crime rate areas tend to be closer to
Downtown and Old Town. The Planning Part-
nership identified areas of the valley experiencing
crime activity as those with higher concentrations
of rented housing. Following are crime related
concerns as identified by the Community
Planning Partnership.

* Gunfire and gangs
+ Drug dealing and drug houses

* Police protection in extraterritorial
City-County areas

* Increasing number of absentee landlords

« Burglaries

Areas of the valley where police intervention is
most requested are near the motels and estab-

lishments selling packaged liquor on Central
Avenue, Rio Grande, and Fourth Street. Trailer
courts located near the Biological Park take the
lead on generating calls for police intervention
due to gunfire, domestic dispute and drug relat-
ed activity.

The Albuquerque Police Department, in an
effort to bend down the incidence of crime, is
actively implementing the Community Policing
Program. Community Policing is based in a pro-
active approach by getting the officer acquainted
with a specific area and members of the commu-
nity as well as allowing residents and members of
that community identify and befriend the
assigned officer. The program aim is to improve
operation costs as well as the time and type of
response. Neighborhoods within this program
expressed their satisfaction after experiencing a
change in the perception of safety and the fear of
crime.

The Crime Prevention Through Environ-
mental Design (CPTED) Program, managed by

the Family and Community Services Depar-
tment, is an effort to diminish the impact of
crime activity in specific areas of the city. The
program, currently underway in ten city neigh-
borhoods, (two of them in the North Valley: Los
Duranes and West Old Town), first step into
implementation was to evaluate, analyze, and
recommend solutions through public involve-
ment and cooperative action from a diversity of
City agencies. Family and Community Services,
Community Planning, APD, Solid Waste, Parks
and Open Space, County and other public agen-
cies joined in this effort to cut the incidence of
crime. A traffic management approach to cut
through traffic and speeding has been success-
fully implemented in Los Duranes and West Old
Town. The program’s speed humps are wel-
comed by the residents who have already
noticed a significant change in the life of the
street in both neighborhoods.

A multi-agency committee from the City, the
Government Response Team (GRT), has taken a

north valley community 49
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. in the Transpc tmp Program tor
4 the Albuguerque Metropolitan Planning Area.
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Approved 1997 G.O. Program

North Valley

Cultural and Recreational Services Biopark / Botanic Garden

1 Special Garden Development

Family and Community Services Community Centers
12¢ Center Exp. Enh. & Upg. - Old North Valley Comm. Center

12i Center Exp., Enhanc. & Upgrade - Los Griegos Center

13¢c Center Renovation - Wells Park Community Center

Fire
53b Station Rehabilitation - Station #4

Parks and General Services Parks

19¢ Park Renovation - Goodrich Park

21¢ Park Development - Meadows on the Rio Grande (Dulcinea Park)
25 Balloon Fiesta Park

26 West Central Ave. Streetscape Improvements Phase |l

27b Median Landscaping and Renovation - Central Avenue Medians

Public Works Storm Drainage

32 Montano Storm Drain System

36 DIP Replacement / Crossing Structure

Public Works Streets

60a Major Paving Rehabilitation
Beryl Court and Milton Court near Meadowview

61a Reconstruct Major Streets - Noise Reducing Gene to Alamosa on
2nd Street

38 Montano

62a Traffic Sign Replacement and Pavement Markings - Bike lane

striping Candelaria to Griegos on 12th Street.

65a,b Traffic Signals
Mildred and 4th, Douglas MacArthur and 4th

46d Trails and Bikeways - Montano, 4th to Rio Grande

$600,000

$247,000

$50,000

$350,000

$70,000

$200,000

$100,000

$1,000,000

$1,000,000

$500,000

$2,000,000

$500,000

$4,500,000

$150,000

$5,000,000

$25,000

$225,000

$200,000



Approved 1997 G.O. Program

M
North Valley

——————-——-

Senior Affairs
66 Los Duranes Senior Center $100,000

Neighborhood CIP Projects Neighborh Asi

49j Civic Gateways Action Plan $100,000



CIP Funded Projects Generated by
Community Planning

RioGrande Streetscape 70,000
Police mini substation B e B oS00
MountainRd/12th St. Streetscape 145,000

Bike lanes on 12th St.

.




S IMPORTANT TELEPHONE
NUMBERS @/9s)

TTY USERS: May call any number listed through Relay New Mexico at
1-800-659-8331.

Published by: city of Albuquerque, Department
of Family & Community Services, Office of

Nei ghborhood Coordination. (feel free to reprint for your publication).



Police/Fire/Rescue (Emergency)

Albuquerque Clean Tcam (ACT)
Albuquerque Police Department
Crime Analysis Section

Animal Control (Eastside)
Animal Control (Westside)
Animat Control (County)

Attorney General (Consumer Protection)

Better Business Bureau
Burn/No-Burn Advisory
City Council Office

City Council Hotline (Mtgs., agendas)

City/County Information
Community Planning

County Assessor (Property Ownership)

911

823-4228

768-3282

Police (non-cmergency) 242-2677

Police Substations:

Foothills 823-4455

Northeast (8201 Osuna NE) 823-4455
Southeast (800 Louisiana SE) 256-2050
Valley (5408 2nd St. NW) 761-8800

Westside (6404 Los Volcanes NW) 831-4705
Records 768-2020
Telephone Reporting Unit
768-1975

768-1935

873-6706

1-800-678-1508
884-0500

768-2876

768-3100

768-4777
768-2000

924-3860

768-4040

768-2030

County Clerk (Voter Registration) 768-4090

County Commission Office
Crimestoppers

Dumping on Vacant Lots
Environmental Health Offices

Dust

Fire (Non-Emergency)

Fire Marshal’s Office
Firecrackers or Gunshots
Garbage Collection Problems
Gas Leaks (Days)

Graffiti Removal Services
Graffiti 24 Hour Hotline
Housing Code Enforcement

Keep Albuquerque Beautiful (KAB)

Landfill Information

Landlord/Tenant Hotline

Library (Information & Reference
Mayor’s/CAO Office

Mediation

768-4000
843-7867
924-3850
768-2600
(for Mosquito/Fly Spraying, Noisy Neighbors, Noise, Restaurant, Food Poisoning Complaints,

complaints from Construction.)

243-6601

888-8124

242-2677

761-8100

246-7474

(Nights, Weekends, Holidays) 880-7300

857-8055

768-4725

764-3959
857-8280

Cerro Colorado 836-8764

Don Reservoir  836-8757

Eagle Rock 857-8318

Montessa Park  873-6607
256-9442
768-5140
768-3000
768-4651



Neighborhood Coordination

Poison & Drug Information
Public Works Department

Recycling Information

Recycling Hotline

Ridepool

Sheriff’s Department (non-emer.)
State Police

State Information

Stop Signs (Missing)

Streetlights Out/Down Powerlines
Suntran Information (Bus)

Sunvan Information (Bus/handicapped)

Traffic Sign & Speed Information
Trees (Obstructing View)

United Way Helpline

Vehicle Information

Wasted Water Hotline
Weed & Litter Complaints
Weed & Litter

Zoning Violations

When you make a complaint, be specific, provide addresses

768-3790

Neighborhood Crime Prevention  924-3600
Open Space or Bosque  873-6632

Parks Management (7 a.m.-5 p.m.)
Reservations for Parks 857-8669

Lights, Park Maint. Vandalism 857-8650
272-2222

Barricades 768-2552

Cockroach Hotline 873-7009
Emergencies (Water, Sewer) 857-8250
Information 768-3650

Pothole Repair  857-8027

Sandbags 857-8025

Sidewalk Obstructions 857-8680

Special Events Permits ~ 768-2551

Street Maintenance (8-5) 857-8025
After Hours (all divisions) 857-8250
761-8100
761-8176
243-7433
768-4160
841-9256
1-800-825-6639
857-8028
246-5890
843-9200
764-6165
857-8680
857-8680
247-3671

Abandoned on Public Streets 768-2277
Inoperable on Private Property 924-3850
Poltution Hotline 247-2273

768-3640

924-3850

761-8100

(10+ bags/lg. item pick-up - | day before trash day)
924-3850

and the length of time there has been a problem.
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North Valley Community
Services

= AT

BIKE ROUTES ON STREET

BIKE LANES ON STREET

BIKE TRAILS OFF STREET

2 02D

B B

b

WW ﬁhﬂﬂ!ﬂi Cosmim, Citr.
SEMIOR CENTERS

4, North Valley
MULTH-SERVICE GENTERS

3. Loa Griegas Family & Comm. Gervices
LIBRARY

B. Los Grisgos
8. Marth Vallay

MUSELMS
2. Albuguergue Childrans Museum
4, Future Explors Sclance Center
§. Indian Pysble Cuftural Carvter
B. NM Mussaum of Natural Histary
FIRE STATIONS
POLICE STATIONS
COUNTY SHERIFF COMMAMND CENTER

HIGH SCHODLS
Valley

MIDDLE SCHOOLS
Garfisld

RECYCLE CENTER

COMMUNITY PLANMING AREA BOUNDARY
SUNTRAM ROUTES

PUBLIC ROADS

CITY & COLUNTY PARKS

RIVER

OPEM SPACE

AREA OUTSIDE OF CITY LIMITS



North Valley Community
Generalized Land Use

LAND USES (acreage)

[] SINGLE FAMILY (5918)

B MULTI FAMILY (127)

B COMMERGCIAL RETAIL (399)

B COMMERCIAL SERVICE (868)

| WHOLESALE AND WAREHOUSING (444)

¥ INDUSTRIAL AND MANUFACTURING (1,881)
| PUBLIC AND INSTITUTIONAL (570)

B PARKS AND RECREATION {1,067)

Fd PARKING LOTS AND STRUCTURES (182)

| TRANSPORTATION AND UTILITIES (162}

B DRAINAGE AND FLOOD CONTROL (988)

[ | AGRICULTURE (1,115)

[] vacanT (3538)

TOTAL (17,269)
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